
 
 

Council 
Town Hall 
Wallasey 

 
9 October 2015  

 
Dear Councillor 
 
This supplement for the Council meeting to be held at 6.15 pm on 
Monday, 12 October 2015 in the Council Chamber, within the 
Town Hall, Wallasey, should be read in conjunction with the 
Council Summons dated 2 October, 2015.  
 
 
Contact Officer: Andrew Mossop 
Tel: 0151 691 8501 
e-mail: andrewmossop@wirral.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.wirral.gov.uk 
 

 

AGENDA SUPPLEMENT 
 
10. MATTERS REFERRED FROM POLICY AND PERFORMANCE 

COMMITTEES (Pages 1 - 4) 
 
 To consider and determine any references from the Policy and 

Performance Committees. 
 

C. The Council is advised that the Notice of Motion, ’44 Councillors’ 
referred from Council at its meeting on 20 October, 2014 (minute 
57 refers) was considered by the Policy and Performance 
Coordinating Committee on 30 September 2015 (minute 13 is 
attached). 
 
In accordance with Standing Order 7 (5) the Council is asked to 
consider the following recommendation of the Policy and 
Performance Coordinating Committee: 
 
“Resolved: That 
 
(1) the Committee thanks the Mayor for the referral of this Notice of 

Motion and regrets that there has been a delay in it being 
brought to the Committee for its consideration, though it accepts 
that this was due to a number of circumstances which were not 
in its control; and 
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(2) the Committee considers that factors to be considered when 

determining what constitutes proper, fair representation of 
Wirral’s population go beyond simply numbers and so proposes 
that it establishes a Task and Finish Panel to undertake a more 
in depth examination of the issues and that this be added to the 
Committee’s Work Programme.”  

 
11. NOTICES OF MOTION (Pages 5 - 8) 
 
 The Council is requested to consider amendments to Notices of 

motion submitted in accordance with Standing Order 12(1) and (9).  
 

 
 

 
 
 
Head of Legal and Member Services 
 



POLICY AND PERFORMANCE - COORDINATING COMMITTEE  
 
30 SEPTEMBER 2015 
 

13 NOTICE OF MOTION - 44 COUNCILLORS  
 
The Committee considered the following Notice of Motion referred to it by the 
Council at its meeting on 20 October 2014 (Minute No. 57 refers). It had been 
proposed by Councillor J Green and seconded by Councillor L Fraser that: 
 

‘Council notes the recent decision taken by Knowsley Council to begin 
consulting its residents over reducing the number of Councillors from 63 to 45. 
 
This Council believes that instead of presenting the public with petty, vindictive, 
rehashed and previously rejected budget options including: 
 

• pulling the plug on school crossing patrols  
• introducing car parking charges at Wirral’s Country Parks  
• not filling grit bins  
• removing Council Tax over 70s discount  
• closing public conveniences  
• increasing fees and charges for football pitches, allotments,  bowling 

greens, burials and cremations  
 
The Leader of the Council should be consulting the public over reducing the 
number of Councillors. 
 
In the absence of the Leader of the Council’s willingness to act Council 
requests the Boundary Commission for England commence an inquiry into the 
number of Councillors, and the electoral cycle, in Wirral, on the Council's wish 
to reduce the number of councillors to 44. 
 
Council therefore instructs the Chief Executive to invite the Boundary 
Commission for England to meet with representatives of all parties represented 
on the Council and agree a timetable for the inquiry.’ 
 

The Chair set out the way in which she intended to deal with this item of business.  
As Councillor J Green was not in attendance at the meeting she invited Councillor L 
Fraser to address the Committee and set out the reasons for the Motion. The matter 
would then be open for debate, Councillor L Fraser would be given two minutes to 
respond to what was said and following that the Committee would reach its 
conclusions. 
 
Councillor L Fraser informed that, in the light of the diminishing size of the Council’s 
work force, following the cost-cutting departure of more than 2,000 staff 
consideration should be given to consulting residents of the Borough on reducing the 
total number of Wirral Councillors. She proposed that the Boundary Commission be 
requested to assess Wirral’s requirements with a view to cutting the number of 
Councillors from 66 to 44. Councillor L Fraser proposed that as the Council’s middle 
managers’ pay had reduced by 10% Councillors should make cuts as well. She 
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proposed that at a time when employees were being asked to do more for less and 
go the extra mile, the number of Councillors should be reduced and elections should 
be held every four years. 
 
Councillor L Fraser informed that the Local Government Association had a view 
which it had reached this year, that the public wanted each Councillor to represent a 
distinct area. This enabled them to be held to account. She was aware that some 
Councillors took on some additional duties as a matter of choice but she did not 
consider that should be a mitigating factor. Reducing 66 Councillors down to 44 
meant there would be two to represent each ward.   
 
Councillor L Fraser made reference to Knowsley Council which was reducing the 
number of its Elected Members from 63 to 45 in order to make savings of £250,000 
over the next two years. She quoted the Council’s Leader, Andy Moorhead who had 
said that  
 

 “It was a tough decision, but the right one. Quite simply, it means that us as 
Councillors have to work that bit harder. We’re asking our employees to do 
exactly the same. I think it is fair that we do the same.” 

 
Councillor L Fraser proposed that the Chief Executive be requested to write to the 
Boundary Commission to invite it to undertake an eight week consultation exercise 
on whether to conduct a Local Government Boundary Review in Wirral. 
 
Some Members considered that what had been proposed was a good idea and the 
way forward particularly as members of the public found three Member wards very 
confusing.  Also, it did not necessarily follow that there would be a Local Government 
Boundary Review after the Parliamentary Boundary Review which was due to begin 
next spring. 
 
A Member informed that no options were off the table and reducing the number of 
Councillors would be considered. However, what was currently proposed was a very 
big step especially as there had been a significant increase in the workloads of 
Councillors. Another Member informed that the Government was making savage 
cuts and people were turning to their Councillors for help like never before which 
meant a significant increase in their workloads. He considered that the Council 
should write to the Government about the damage it was causing by its austerity 
measures. 
 
Some Members informed that they provided cover for each other in three Member 
wards and that they worked well together as a team.  
 
The Committee noted that a recent Local Government Boundary Commission 
Review had resulted in a reduction in the number of Elected Members in Knowsley 
but the point was made that it was not one of Wirral Council’s comparator councils.  
In Warrington the Boundary Commission had agreed that the number of Elected 
Members should increase from 57 to 58. A Member pointed out that the average 
ward in Liverpool consisted of approximately 2000 people whereas the figure for 
Wirral was 3,000 plus. 
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The point was made that the Council now had a system of Constituency Committees 
and Members were working in their local communities with community groups. Also, 
there had been mass reductions in Council staff and Councillor’s workloads had 
increased because staffing levels had decreased. Communities needed to be 
engaged more and more.  
 
Councillor L Fraser responded informing that it was not automatic that a Local 
Government Boundary Review would be carried out after the next Parliamentary 
Review. She also informed that she was disappointed at the political response from 
one Member as she considered that she had not been political in anyway. It was 
appropriate to reduce the number of Councillors as the number of staff had been 
reduced. 
 
The Chair informed that the Council was getting better at scrutiny. She considered 
that there was merit in this Notice of Motion. The Council needed to look at the cost 
of democracy in the light of its budget but comparisons with Knowsley were not 
relevant because of the size of its wards in comparison to Wirral. Also, no rationale 
had been put forward for the 33% reduction in the number of Elected Members. The 
Chair was of the view that consideration must be given to whether the Boundary 
Commission was the appropriate body to carry out a review and that this was a 
much more complex issue than this Notice of Motion led Members to believe. 
 
The Chair also informed that good scrutiny depended on those involved avoiding the 
practice of retreating into Party Political bunkers and that the wording of the Motion, 
she supposed was a reflection of the context in which it was proposed, made it 
difficult for the Council to achieve. Stripping away the rhetoric, there was a serious 
issue of how good representation of the people should be working and that was what 
was concerning the Committee this evening. 
 
The Chair reported that the Committee had heard a number of points being made 
during the evening, some which obviously seemed to indicate that there was some 
value in the Notice of Motion. She considered that the overriding feeling of the 
Committee was that this was a more complex issue than the Notice of Motion 
suggested and that there were issues which did need more exploration before 
binding conclusions were reached.  
 
For those reasons the Chair proposed the following Motion which was seconded by 
Councillor C Muspratt:  
 
 ‘That 
 

(1) the Committee thanks the Mayor for the referral of this Notice of Motion 
and regrets that there has been a delay in it being brought to the 
Committee for its consideration, though it accepts that this was due to a 
number of circumstances which were not in its control; and 

 
(2) the Committee considers that factors to be considered when determining 

what constitutes proper, fair representation of Wirral’s population go 
beyond simply numbers and so proposes that it establishes a Task and 
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Finish Panel to undertake a more in depth examination of the issues and 
that this be added to the Committee’s Work Programme. 

 
This Motion was put to the vote and was carried 8 for to 5 against. 
Councillor T Anderson proposed a further Motion which was seconded by Councillor 
A Sykes as follows: 
 

 ‘That the Boundary Commission be invited to carry out a Local Government 
Review of the number of Councillors in Wirral.’ 
 

This Motion was put to the vote and lost 5 for to 8 against. 
 
RESOLVED: That 
 
(1) the Committee thanks the Mayor for the referral of this Notice of Motion 

and regrets that there has been a delay in it being brought to the 
Committee for its consideration, though it accepts that this was due to a 
number of circumstances which were not in its control; and 

 
(2) the Committee considers that factors to be considered when 

determining what constitutes proper, fair representation of Wirral’s 
population go beyond simply numbers and so proposes that it 
establishes a Task and Finish Panel to undertake a more in depth 
examination of the issues and that this be added to the Committee’s 
Work Programme. 
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Amendments to Notices of Motion 
 
The Council is requested to consider the following amendments, submitted in 
accordance with Standing Order 12(1) and (9) 
 
 
(1) Notice of Motion No. 3 – DEVOLUTION  
 
Amendment 
 
Proposed by Councillor Phil Gilchrist 
Seconded by Councillor Dave Mitchell 
 
Delete all after first paragraph and insert: 
 
"Council considers it essential that all Members are kept fully informed regarding the 
discussions taking place, especially around the direction of progress and sticking 
points. 
 
Council requests the Leader to ensure that all Members receive a detailed briefing 
on the progress, with options on the checks and balances for any new structure, with 
a view to making an informed decision in a timely manner." 
 
 
(2) Notice of Motion No. 4 – FLOODING IN MORETON  
 
Amendment 
 
Proposed by Councillor Bernie Mooney 
Seconded by Councillor Anita Leech 
 
Add the following: 
 
Council recognizes that all of the issues covered in this motion have already been 
implemented and that following the severe flooding event in Moreton the Council, as 
the Lead Local Flood Authority, was duty bound under the relevant legislation to 
initiate a full and extensive investigation involving all relevant parties. This process 
was initiated immediately following the flood and two of the local Councillors 
attended a briefing where they were informed of the actions taken. 
 
Council wishes to acknowledge and thank the residents of Moreton for all their hard 
work and support during and after the event and would also like to thank the 
Environment Agency, United Utilities, Fire Brigade and Police. Council also thanks 
Magenta Housing and other private landlords for their efficiency in evacuating and 
rehousing their tenants, Biffa for supplying extra teams at the weekend and all 
Council staff for their dedication in helping people to clean up the area, find 
replacement accommodation and taking action to ensure that tenants could live 
safely. 
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(3) Notice of Motion No. 6 – WIRRAL’S SUCCESSFUL BUSINESSES  
 
Amendment 
 
Proposed by Councillor Pat Hackett 
Seconded by Councillor Mike Sullivan 
 
Delete paragraph 3 beginning: “With Britain growing faster than any other major 
advanced economy….”. 
 
Delete the final paragraph. 
 
Add the following: 
 
“Council recognises that the developments listed above together with many others 
such as new retail development off junction 1 of the M53 and new retail investment 
at Croft Retail Park, are the result of the hard work of Council officers in partnership 
with agencies such as Wirral Chamber of Commerce and thanks all concerned. We 
are well placed to achieve the pledges in our 2020 Plan to create and safeguard 
5000 jobs and attract £250m of private sector investment to the Borough. 
 
Council is extremely concerned about the government’s decision to cut tax credits for 
low paid employees and believes that this makes a mockery of the Conservatives’ 
claim to be the party of working people.” 
 

 
(4) Notice of Motion No. 6 – WIRRAL’S SUCCESSFUL BUSINESSES  
 
Amendment 
 
Proposed by Councillor Phil Gilchrist 
Seconded by Councillor Alan Brighouse 
 
Delete paragraph 3 (begins "With Britain growing faster……". 
 
Delete final paragraph and insert: 
 
"Council recognises the important contribution that all businesses in Wirral – along 
with those to which residents commute – make to the regional, national and 
European economy. 
 
Council welcomes the fact that employees are beginning to see an increase in their 
real wages after a number of difficult years. However, Council also believes that 
there are now many Wirral residents facing financial difficulty as the Government has 
not created a path that properly cushions the introduction of the National Living 
Wage and the consequent changes in the Tax Credit System, the latter leading to 
many Wirral families being worse off in the initial years." 
 
 
 

Page 6



(5) Notice of Motion No. 7 – SYRIAN REFUGEE CRISIS  
 
Amendment 
 
Proposed by Councillor Phil Gilchrist 
Seconded by Councillor Dave Mitchell 
 
Insert at end: 
 
Council recognises the recent progress reported by the Local Government 
Association in addressing these and other concerns. 
 
Council notes that, according to the LGA: 
 
A. the Government has agreed that there will be funding beyond 12 months for each 

refugee within the scheme.  
 
B. Government also understands the need for full funding to minimise any impact on 

local services. 
 
C. in the expanded scheme, there will be additional funding for refugees beyond the 

first 12 months and we understand this will not be taken from the overall council 
allocation. 

  
And that the LGA is seeking confirmation that: 
 
• these arrangements will be applied to all cases since the 20,000 expansion was 

announced so councils which come forward early will not be disadvantaged. 
 
• refugees arriving in the first months of this scheme are unlikely to include 

unaccompanied children. We are in separate discussions with the Home Office 
and DfE to develop a fairer national scheme for unaccompanied asylum-seeking 
children. 

 
Council, therefore, requests the Leader to work with the LGA to address any 
additional local concerns so that Wirral can play its part in helping.  
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